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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Allowance mailed December 23, 2005, Applicants confirm 
that the changes to the claims are acceptable and thank the Examiner for her assistance with 
modifying the claims. 

The Examiner has highlighted certain portions of the independent claims in the reasons 
for Allowance. Applicants agree that the combinations set forth in the independent claims are 
patentable over the prior art Applicants note that the dependent claims set forth additional 
limitations that further distinguish the prior art. 
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Applicants note that some changes, such as the deletion of the words "at least" from the 
independent claims, should be understood onJy to remove redundant language and not to narrow 
or otherwise change the meaning of the claims in any manner. 



Date: January 27. 2006 



Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 




Donald R. Steinberg 
Reg. No. 37,241 
Attorney for Applicants 



Telephone: 
Facsimile: 



(617)526-6453 
(617)526-5000 



CO 

m 

CO 
H 

I 

US 
|— 

m 

o 
O 

< 



i 
i 



i 



i 

' 2 

US)DOCSS«Sl444v1 

PAGE 4/4 1 RCVD AT 1127/2006 4:20:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 • DN1S:2738300 ' CSfl):1 W 5265000 » DURATION (mm-ss):01-34 



